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The Responsible Environment Enhanced Livelihoods Cotton (REEL COTTON) is a business-driven initiative
lead by Cotton Connect, for the brands which are committed for sourcing more sustainable cotton including
improving environmental, quality and traceability conditions in their supply chain factories and farms
worldwide. RCI unite committed brands and their supply chains around a development-oriented system
environment in the sourcing countries.

The present REEL Code of Conduct Version 2.0 aims at setting up the codes and conducts that the REEL
COTTON Stakeholders endeavor to implement in their supply chains. It was approved by the REEL
COTTON INTERNATIONAL (RCI) Board on the 08t July 2016 and overrules the REEL Code of Conduct
Version 1.0, dated 08t December 2015 and REEL SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURAL PRACTICES HAND
BOOK version 2009 in all its translations. The present REEL Code of Conduct consists of three major
sections of information along with an annexure document: a) Introduction, Purpose, Scope and Applicability;
b) Code of Conduct and ¢) REEL Glossary, d) Annex | — List of REEL Prohibited chemicals which are
integral parts of the Code and provide more detailed information on interpretation and implementation of the
REEL code.

The REEL Code of Conduct version 2.0 enters into business with effect from 08" September 2016. REEL
verification programs against the requirements of this Code will start in 08" September 2016. Therefore,
verification/audits against the REEL Code of Conduct Version 1.0, dated 08" December 2015 and REEL
SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURAL PRACTICES HAND BOOK version 2009 will no longer be valid as of 08th
September 2016. The English version of this document is the legally binding one.

REEL COTTON INTERNATIONAL
Clo. COTTON CONNECT,
Southbank House

28 Black Prince Road

London SE1 7SJ

United Kingdom

T: +44 203 1764182

E: info@cottonconnect.org

W: www.cottonconnect.org
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Foreword

A significant amount of Cotton Connect’ s value depends on the company’s
trusted reputation. It is something we should never compromise — as we have all
worked very hard to earn our reputation.

Our future is full of opportunities and risks, both of which we have to balance
carefully as part of our business.

The new REEL COTTON Code of Conduct Version 2.0 sets clear expectations
on our business conduct and provides useful guidance for the management of
critical risk areas such as traceability, quality, environmental impacts and others
on the overall REEL COTTON Sourcing program.

Each day, we make decisions that influence our chances of success. The wrong
choice — even if it is taken in the heat of the moment or made with the best of
intentions — can have significant, long-term effects on our reputation.

The REEL COTTON Code of Conduct Version 1.0 cannot cover every possible
situation, but it provides the basic guidelines on environment and essential
sustainable agricultural practices and behavioral standards that will help us
make the right business decisions on the REEL COTTON Sourcing program.

We need to be diligent and committed in reporting any concerns or violations of
the REEL COTTON Code of Conduct as soon as they arise — without exception.
That means maintaining an environment in which we feel comfortable raising
concerns about potential violations.

Each of us has an obligation to our stakeholders to act in accordance with our
REEL COTTON Code of Conduct. If there are times when we are uncertain what
to do, it is our duty to ask for guidance.

We must all make the REEL COTTON Code of Conduct Version 2.0 as a vital
part of our REEL COTTON Sourcing program implementation globally at Cotton
Connect.

Alison Ward, CEO,
Cotton Connect
REEL COTTON INTERNATIONAL
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Thank you to the organizations and individuals who participated in the development of the REEL Code of
Conduct by giving feedback on the drafts of the REEL COTTON Code Of Conduct Version 2.0, by testing it
within their organizations or by participating in one of the groups that oversaw the REEL Cotton
International’s Stake holders consultation process. The REEL COTTON Technical Advisory Group and its
sub-group, the Technical Steering Committee, were responsible for overseeing the consultation process and
final approval of the REEL COTTON Code of Conduct Version 2.0. The REEL COTTON INTERNATIONAL
Innovation team was tasked with revising the REEL COTTON Code of Conduct Version 1.0 incorporating the
feedback received from every stage of the consultation.

To ensure that the outcomes reached were inclusive, representative and objective, the REEL COTTON
Code of Conduct verification process is independently facilitated by the Fairtrade certification body, FLO-
CERT GmbH, Germany.

A full list of members of the Technical Advisory Group, the Technical Steering Group and the Innovation
team can be found at www.cottonconnect.org. The REEL COTTON Code of Conduct process was
generously supported through core and project funding from the following REEL COTTON program partners:

C&A Foundation

Shell Foundation

Textile Exchange

John Lewis

WEE

Primark

Comments on the REEL COTTON Code of Conduct Version 2.0 are welcome at any time, and can be sent,
along with enquiries, to REEL COTTON INTERNATIONAL at info@cottonconnect.org.

All comments received on this version cwill be addressed in the revision of the REEL COTTON Code of
Conduct Version 3.0, which will be undertaken no later than September 2019. For more information about
REEL COTTON Code of Conduct Version 2.0, related resources and other documents under development,
please contact REEL COTTON INTERNATIONAL at info@cottonconnect.org

As of now the REEL COTTON Code of Conduct is available in English version only. The REEL COTTON
Code of Conduct will be made available in Spanish, Chinese, Gujarati, Marati, Hindi, Telugu and Tamil in the
coming years not later than December 2020. If you would like to translate the REEL COTTON Code of
Conduct into an additional language, please contact REEL COTTON INTERNATIONAL at
info@cottonconnect.org for guidance on translations. All translations will be free to access at
www.cottonconnect.org.

Guidance and tools will be available in future to support application of the REEL COTTON Code of Conduct
and are free to access at www.cottonconnect.org
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Purpose, Scope, Applicability and Disclosure
obligations

Purpose:

The intent of REEL COTTON Code of conduct is to provide a verifiable, private standard, based on the
REEL COTTON SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURAL PRACTICES HAND BOOK Version 2009 with additions
to cover the entire Environmental facet. It is intended that an organization shall comply with this Code of
Conduct through an appropriate and effective management system which will results in reduced input cost,
reduced use of chemicals, reduced use of fertilizer, reduced use of water, increased soil fertility and habit of
tracking profitability of farming.

Scope:

The scope of the REEL Cotton Code of Conduct Version 2.0 is based on the Sustainable Agricultural
practices covering the entire Environmental facet with some additional social elements.

The scope of geography of the REEL COTTON Sourcing program currently covers the farms and processing
of REEL Cotton producing countries including, India, China, Pakistan and Peru.

Applicability:

The current development of the code was based on the Indian agricultural scenario and is aimed to
universally applicable to every type of organization in the REEL COTTON supply chain right from the farm to
Ginning, regardless of e.g., its size, geographic location or type/variety of cotton. But still the applicability of
some or the entire code in each country needs to be explored for its applicability in its cultural and
governmental practices

Disclosure obligations:

None of the requirements of this code limits or expands disclosure obligations under any central/federal,
state, tribal, or local law, to provide all legally required notices with respect to the discovery of releases of
hazardous substances and disposal of hazardous wastes. It is the obligation of each member in the supply
chain, conducting the inquiry to determine his or her respective disclosure obligations under central/federal,
state, tribal, and local law and to comply with such disclosure requirements.
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REEL COTTON CoC Structure

The REEL COTTON Code of Conduct is a private code of sustainable agricultural practices with a portion to
cover traceability and decent working conditions and is internationally recognized as a model sustainability
program code by the brands and retailers. RCI member companies and many other retailers and brands
have adopted this REEL COTTON CoC and have committed to making sure their producers work towards
full compliance over time. Brands / buyers commit to either implement it fully or incorporate it into their own
company programs.

The REEL COTTON CoC is built around eight Principles.

Integrated Management System:;

Plant and Field Management;

Soil and Integrated Nutrient Management;
Pest management;

Water Management;

Ecosystem protection;

Waste Management;

Institutional building;

NPT A ONE

Integrated
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System

Institutional Plant and Field
building Management
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N =
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Ecosystem
Protection Pest Management
Water
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The REEL COTTON Code specifically concerns sustainable agriculture practices. REEL COTTON CoC
does not cover organic, food safety or other similar concerns.
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1.6.1.1.1 Training of Trainers shall be achieved through national networks (REEL COTTON India) in
collaboration with national agricultural science centers.

1.6.1.1.2 An Annual training plan and record of attendance shall be maintained.

1.6.1.1.3 Training of Trainers shall cover all modules including, Module 1 Refresher training on REEL
Cotton program, Module 2 Pre Sowing of REEL Cotton, Module 3 Crop Management (Integrated
Water Management, Integrated Pest Management, Integrated Nutrient Management, Decent
work, Health, Safety, Security and environment).

Ginner
1.6.1.2 Training of Ginners shall be through national networks.

1.6.1.2.1 Training of Ginners shall be achieved through producer groups (Implementation Partners) /
National Networks (REEL COTTON India).

1.6.1.2.2 An Annual training plan and record of attendance of ginning staff shall be maintained.

1.6.1.2.3 The Training of Ginners shall cover modules 4 including 1. Programmatic training 2. Quality and
3. Traceability Management system.

1.6.2 Training of Farmers (ToF)

1.6.2.1 A System shall be in place to train and monitor the training performance of the farmers.
1.6.2.1.1 Training of Farmers shall be achieved through Producer groups (Implementation Partners).
1.6.2.1.2 An Annual training Plan and record of attendance of all farmers shall be maintained.

1.6.2.1.3 The Training of Farmers shall cover all relevant training modules including 1. Programmatic
training, 2. Module 1 Pre Sowing, 3. Module 2 IWM, IPM and INM, 4. Module 3 Contamination
free picking, storage and Marketing, 5. Health, Safety, Security and environment, 6.Decent work,
7. Documentation, 8. Drip and Micro irrigation system, 9. Importance group-cooperative society
and Farmer producer company, 10, 11, 12 Need based trainings.

1.6.2.1.4 Proof of mark of each of the farmers shall be maintained.

1.6.2.1.5 Verification of training records have evidenced that 100% of farmers have participated in all
relevant training modules.

1.6.2.1.6 Farmers shall be aware of and committed to quality and traceability requirements.

1st level Facilitation (Farmer group meetings, individual farmer meetings, individual farm

1,7 . .
visits, demonstration)

1.7.1 First level facilitation is provided to the farmers in form of group meetings, demonstration plots,
exposure visits and individual farm visits.

1711 For each group of farmers one quarterly group meeting is conducted on all relevant topics
addressed in the module training.

1.7.1.2 One demonstration plot is carried out for all sustainability measures that qualify for a demo in
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Glossary

Terms Definitions

Accountability

the process of using power responsibly, taking account of, and being held
accountable by, different stakeholders, and primarily those who are
affected by the exercise of such power

CoC

Code of Conduct

Control Farmers

Control farmers are the Non REEL project farmers who are all being used
as reference to bench mark Project farmers

Document

any form of record of discussions, agreements, decisions and/or actions

that is reproducible.

Effectiveness

the extent to which an implementation activity attains its objectives

Efficiency

the extent to which the outputs of humanitarian programs, both

qualitative and quantitative, are achieved as a result of inputs

Engagement

the processes by which organizations communicate, consult and/or

provide for the participation of interested and/or affected stakeholders,
ensuring that their concerns, desires, expectations, needs, rights and
opportunities are considered in the establishment, implementation and
review of the programs assisting them.

FFB

Farmers Field Book

FYM

Farm Yard Manure

International (RCI)

Umbrella organization of the National REEL cotton network and
international secretariat of REEL Cotton program

IMS

Integrated Management System

IPM

Integrated Pest Management

IWM

Integrated Water Management

INM

Integrated Nutrition Management

National Network

Group of REEL Project management entity which promotes the
development of REEL cotton

Organisation

an entity that has the management structure and power to apply the REEL
COTTON stakeholder organisation .

Partners

Organizations working jointly within a formal arrangement to achieve a
specific goal, with clear and agreed roles and responsibilities.

Protection

© Copyright RCI 2016

all activities aimed at ensuring the full and equal respect for the rights of
all individuals, regardless of age, gender, ethnic, social, religious or other
background. It goes beyond the immediate life-saving activities that are
often the focus during an emergency.
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Producer group

Group of farmers producing REEL Cotton. Currently also called as
Implementing Partners normally a local NGO.

Project Farmers

Project Farmers are the REEL Project farmers

Policy

a documented statement of intent and rules for decision-making.

Quality

the totality of features and characteristics of humanitarian assistance that

support its ability to, in time, satisfy stated or implied needs and
expectations, and respect the dignity of the people it aims to assist.

REEL

Responsible Environment Enhanced Livelihoods

REEL COTTON

Cotton produced out of the REEL program farmers

RCI

Reel Cotton International

RCN

REEL COTTON National Networks

Resilience

the ability of a community or society exposed to hazards to resist, absorb,

accommodate and recover from the effects of a hazard in a timely and
efficient manner.

any designated representative of an organization, including national,
international, and permanent or short-term employees, as well as
volunteers and consultants.

Stockholm (POPs)
Conventions

Persistent Organic Pollutants

The Rotterdam PIC
convention

Convention on the Prior Informed Consent Procedure for Certain
Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in International Trade

The Montreal Protocol

The Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer
(a protocol to the Vienna Convention for the Protection of the Ozone
Layer) is an international treaty designed to protect the ozone layer by
phasing out the production of numerous substances that are responsible
for ozone depletion.

Training of Trainers

Training of Farmers

Training of Ginners

World Health Organization

© Copyright RCI 2016
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REEL COTTON INTERNATIONAL (RCI)
Cl/o. COTTON CONNECT,
Southbank House
28 Black Prince Road
London SE1 7SJ
United Kingdom
T: +44 (0)203 1764182
E: info@cottonconnect.org
W: www.cottonconnect.org
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